Tornado Season

Preparation Tips
Be Informed. Make a Plan. Build a Kit.

WHAT TO DO DURING A
TORNADO

When severe weather is approaching, you may
not be able to see funnel clouds, so learn how
to look for other weather conditions that may
indicate tornadic activity:

A dark or green-colored sky

Large, dark, low-lying clouds

Large hail

A loud roar that sounds like a freight train

If you see any of these
signs

Go to your shelter immediately and tune in
to local radio and television news.

Help alert others by reporting tornado
sightings to the media.

In your car

If you see a tornado while you are driving,
stop your car and get out. Find the lowest
spot, such as a ditch, and lie flat on the
ground. Cover your head with your hands.
Do not seek shelter beneath overpasses

as wind speeds can be higher in narrow
passages. Never try to out-drive a tornado.

At school, the office or
shopping centers

In schools and office buildings, go to a
designated shelter. If there is not one, the
safest place is the basement or an interior
hallway on the lowest floor.

In shopping centers, move as far away from
glass doors and windows as possible. If you
are in a building with a large-span roof,
such as a gymnasium or auditorium, seek
shelter elsewhere.
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WHAT TO DO AFTER A
TORNADO

Once a tornado has passed, the danger is not
over. In fact, half of all tornado-related injuries
occur following the storm. Before you leave
your shelter, look outside to assess potential
hazards.

Once at home, follow
these precautions:

Use extreme caution when entering
damaged homes or structures.

Beware of unstable trees and limbs. Falling
tree limbs are a major cause of injury and
death following tornadoes.

Downed power lines are a serious
electrocution hazard. Never touch downed
power lines or any objects in contact with
them, including water.

Do not enter flooded homes if the electricity
may still be on. Report electrical hazards to
authorities.

If you smell gas in your home, leave the
area and call the gas company. If you can
safely turn off the main gas valve, do so.
Open windows and doors. Do not smoke,
light candles, use cell or landline phones, or
use matches.

Wear sturdy shoes or boots, long pants,
long sleeves, and gloves when cleaning up.
Help avoid injuries when using chain

saws and power tools by learning how to
operate them properly, and always follow
recommended safety procedures.
Whenever possible, use battery-powered
flashlights and lanterns instead of candles.
After a tornado, it's normal to experience
emotional distress. Allow yourself and family
members time to grieve.

If you lose power for an extended period

of time, discard food from your refrigerator
if it has reached room temperature. Drink
bottled or purified water until authorities say
your tap water is safe.
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